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Senate Votes to Again Delay Medicare Cut

The Senate voted Wednesday (March 10, 2010) to delay the 2010 cut in Medicare physician reimbursement.
The 21% reduction was to go into effect March 1 till a vote last Tuesday put it off till the end of March.
Yesterday's follow-up means the cut will take effect October 1. The House of Representatives had already
endorsed a postponement so now the proposal goes back to the House to prepare a bill for the president's
signature. But the fix is only a temporary stay in executing drastic pay cuts to American doctors.

"[Wednesday], the U.S. Senate voted to again delay this year's steep 21 percent Medicare physician payment
cut to October 1, pushing the problem off into the near future,” said J. James Rohack, M.D., President,

American Medical Association.

Dr. Rohack noted that Medicare payment rates are far below the costs of providing patient care and he urged

a solution to provide security and stability in Medicare.

Instead of a stable funding plan for Medicare services, doctors await their fate each year as federal

allocations are debated anew.

"Short-term actions are the wrong answer to a long-term problem. These band-aid fixes have only served to
increase the size of the cuts and the cost of reform. The longer Congress delays, the higher the cost to the
American taxpayer. It's time to fix the formula and ensure that seniors can count on Medicare now and for

years to come," Dr. Rohack said.

The Senate vote on the $138 billion measure also included funding for Medicaid and COBRA.
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